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IES PTA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

March 20, 2017 

 

In attendance:  Marissa Carothers, Dr. Mariah Carr, Elisabeth Kuhnel, Amy LoPresti, Amy McCarthy, 

Tonya Sigalas, Heather Tom, Sunny Zhao, and Ginny Zimmerman.  

Call to order:  1st Vice-President Marissa Carothers called the meeting to order.  President Beth Benoit 

was unable to attend due to illness. 

Handout available: 

Treasurer’s Report 

Assistant Principal’s Report:  Dr. Carr reported the following: 

 We had a great time with the Mobile Science Lab last week (March 13 – 17).  It is funded by the 

elementary Science office through a grant they were able to write.   Students in grades 3 – 5 did 

a lab looking at water in the Chesapeake Bay and what would absorb oil in a spill.  Younger 

students had a big-book experience, including cattails.  There is hope to get the lab to return for 

those students who had to miss it due to the snow day. 

 Picture day is Thurs., March 23. 

 5th graders are taking the MISA Science assessment (MD Integrated Science Assessment).  This is 

the pilot year.  It is in a similar format to PARCC. 

 Coming up is the kindergarten play during first week of April. 

 Musical rehearsals are under-way. 

 Dads on Campus is scheduled for later this month. 

 STEAM Day is coming up.   Mrs. Kettering would be the one to contact with questions and/or for 

more information. 

 Mrs. Green is working on a Cultural Arts assembly for young students—maybe to be scheduled 

for April 20. 

 The dedication of the fused glass installation will be March 24. 

 

Notes from PTA President Beth Benoit:  Marissa shared items initiated by Beth as follows: 

 The new date for the May meeting is May 31.  Please note that this is a general membership 

meeting.  Attendance is strongly encouraged and very much appreciated so we can complete 

important agenda items, including election of officers for the 2017-2018 school year and 

approval of by-laws, with a quorum. 

 Fundraising—please see the attached summary of discussion about fundraising (distributed via 

email to those in attendance on March 24).  Thank you to Ginny Zimmerman and other 

volunteers who have been looking into fundraising options. 

 Volunteer opportunities—The president position is open for the next school year.  Also open is a 

Fundraising committee chairperson.  Kindergarten Liaison is open, and Ginny Zimmerman noted 

that it would be helpful to have a volunteer prior to Junior Cheetah Day so that person’s name 
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could be put on information about a possible upcoming playdate.  (Update – Karen Frankovic 

volunteered to be the Kindergarten Liaison for 2017-18.)  Thank you to Laurie George for 

volunteering to be the next Spirit Wear chairperson. 

 Acknowledgements—Thank you to Kelly Green for all her work on the Fused Glass project.  

Thank you to Momina Malik for her work on the talent shows.  Thank you to Terri Jones for her 

work on Box Tops, and thank you to Melissa Daniels for her efforts in providing the staff with a 

lunch during Math conferences. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Amy LoPresti presented the Treasurer’s Report and distributed a handout.  A 

summary: 

The checking account balance as of Feb. 28 was $55,896.19, and the savings account balance was 

$1,175.17.  Making the total cash-on-hand $57,071.36. 

Currently, we have a lot of cash-on-hand, but much of that is budgeted for reimbursement to individual 

teachers and for grade levels.  We hope that they will be submitting receipts so that Amy can write 

checks for them.  Some discussion occurred about reminding teachers and giving them tips for 

remembering to save and submit receipts. 

Overall, it looks as if we have the funds needed for this year, and will have enough for a decent 

carryover into next school year, but there are still concerns about raising enough funds for next year.  

PTACHC Delegate’s Report:  Amy McCarthy reported the following from the most recent PTACHC 

meeting: 

 Discussion continued about how to support staff at Homewood School, since that school does 

not have a PTA.  Possibilities included increasing dues for each Local PTA and having a portion go 

to Homewood, along with continuing to ask local PTA’s to support Homewood as best they can 

as is currently being done.  The topic was tabled for further discussion. 

 A bill is under consideration by the State legislature to change the way that members of the 

Board of Education are elected.  Currently, all BOE members can be elected at-large (from 

throughout the county).  The bill proposes that 5 of 7 members be elected by district, and two 

at-large. 

 The speaker at the meeting was David Ramsay, HCPSS Director of Transportation.  He discussed 

some good points.  Not a lot seemed to apply to IES.  One of the points was that some drivers 

are not paying attention to school buses’ red lights. 

 It was confirmed that the BOE voted on and passed a school calendar for 2017-2018.  Changes 

to start and end times for the school day are anticipated to begin in Fall of 2018. 

 The superintendent’s spokesperson talked about their proposed budget.  One item that is 

proposed (either by the BOE or the superintendent) is a 10% cut in the communication budget, 

which could cut the websites of individual schools.  Objections were made to that proposal 

during the meeting. 

 The next meeting of PTACHC will be almost entirely dedicated to redistricting.  Anyone with 

questions/concerns about redistricting could send them to Sunny Zhao. 

Committee Reports 
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Junior Cheetah Day—Ginny Zimmerman reported that we have more than 52 incoming kindergarteners 

registered for Junior Cheetah Day and 45 parents for the evening information session.  Fliers that 

included a registration form were in the folders given to parents at Kindergarten registration.  Ginny has 

met with Dr. Carr and Mrs. Robertson to plan for Junior Cheetah Day on April 25.  Volunteers will be 

needed to help that day, especially in the lobby during sign-in at the beginning of the morning. 

Box Tops—Terri Jones reported that 5th grade won the most recent Box Tops collection contest. 

Moms on Campus—Scheduled for April 28.  Volunteers will be needed to help in the lobby as parents 

sign-in. 

Restaurant Nights—A Pizzeria Uno restaurant night has been held and appeared to have a lot of 

participation by IES families.  We do not yet have the number for how much was raised.  During 

discussion, Bob Evans was suggested as a location for a restaurant night.  

Workbooks—We do not yet know from the administrators whether a coordinator for workbooks will be 

needed for next year. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 PM with a thank you to those who attended. 

Next meeting:   The next meeting of the IES PTA is scheduled for Thursday, April 20 beginning at 7:00 

PM in the school’s media center. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Tom 

Secretary 
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Fundraising Notes 

from IES PTA meeting on Monday, March 20, 2017 

Fundraiser 
Discussed/Mentioned 

Positives Negatives Other 
Questions/Related 

Points 

Fun Run activity --we could coordinate 
it ourselves 
--could be the major 
Fall fundraiser 
--health-oriented 
--could be held during 
school day or could be 
centerpiece of a larger 
community event on a 
Saturday that could 
include other sport(s) 
tournaments 
--other schools have 
done it, so we can get 
help from them 
(already have some 
info.) 
 
 
 

--if held on a Saturday 
or Sunday, some 
families might not be 
available to participate 

--whether/how to do 
online payments; 
treasurer is opposed to 
online payments, partly 
for tax reasons 
--needs coordinating 
volunteer(s) 

Amazon 
Smile/Shutterfly/other 
online shopping 
participation 
 
 

--easy money 
--other schools also 
doing it 

--might not earn much 
money 

--Do we have a 
coordinating volunteer 
for next year? 

Hershey Park tickets --opportunity for 
families 

--might not earn much 
money 

 

Read-a-Thon --could be a winter 
activity 
--reading is part of 
daily instruction, so 
student participation 
could be in many 
different classes 
(Science, Technology, 
etc.) 
--had a pretty high 
percentage of profit 
--other schools are 
doing it, so could 

--involves prizes to be 
careful about 

--Can we/how would 
we do it ourselves? 
--whether/how to do 
online payments 
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contact them through 
school communications 
-vendor says it can be 
done in two weeks 

KidsStuff Coupon books --could raise $2,400 
--provides coupons for 
families 

--lot of work for the 
funds raised 

--we have a volunteer 
willing to coordinate (if 
coupon books isn’t 
done, will help with 
Read-a-thon if that’s 
done) 

Square One Art --service to parents by 
providing children’s 
artwork, gifts that can 
be given 

  

Spirit Wear --service to parents by 
providing school-
related items 
--had more success this 
year compared to 
previous years thanks 
to increased presence 
at school events like 
Open House 

  
 

Restaurant Nights --relatively easy money 
--opportunity for 
families to see each 
other and talk 

  

Direct Donations --brings in some funds 
--all funds go directly 
into PTA budget 

--potential for success 
seems limited 

--one suggestion was 
to do all-in-one forms 
at end of school year—
treasurer would need 
to check on that as it 
relates to taxes 

Box Tops --easy money --takes volunteers time 
for counting 
--not a lot of money 

 

 

Other Notes and comments about fundraising in general— 

--having fundraisers that also provide services to parents and/or serve as community events is 

preferable 

--raising money early in the school year is important for the budget, even if we do have some carryover 

from previous year 

--hoping to make decision(s) at April meeting 

End of notes is here. 


