
PTA MEETING MINUTES 
January 20, 2016 

 
 
Attendees:  

David Adelman, Sue Nickles, Glenna Deekle, Beth Benoit, Sunny Zhao, Momina Malik, 
Regina Brown, Amy LoPresti, Melissa Daniels, Amy McCarthy, Laurie George, Ashlei 
Pinkham, Christine Case, Terri Jones, Heather Tom, Dasha Perraud, Hina Pinto, Tonya 
Sigalas 
 
President’s Welcome 

 
Junior Achievement Day Presentation:  Hina Naseem 

 
- Junior Achievement  (JA) is a non-profit organization that brings the financially 

responsible real world to students through hands-on curriculum delivered by a 
trained classroom volunteer.  The program is for students K-12 to begin to explore 
their full potential through the three main pillars: 1) work readiness, 2) 
entrepreneurship, and 3) financial literacy.  JA has a partnership with HCPSS.  They 
are currently involved at Howard High offering personal finance and business 
classes.  JA is now going to move into elementary and middle schools to get the 
program started with younger students in a one-day program.  The curriculum 
teaches currency, goods for services, etc. and is called “JA in a Day”.  The program 
can also be conducted as a 5-week course held for an hour per week, which can be 
a logistical nightmare, so it is being offered in a collapsed one-day version.  The 
curriculum is delivered by volunteers who are recruited by the PTA and 
Administration.  The teachers remain in the classroom to assist with classroom 
management.  JA provides a teaching kit for the volunteers that has everything 
needed for 30 children per class.  The proposed date for “JA in a Day” is March 11, 
with a training day on March 4.  There are many schools that want this program 
because of the gallop poll test results.  The survey, administered to 5th to 12th 
graders, now asks financial literacy questions.  Our school data is on-line and shows 
that our students’ entrepreneurial aspirations are rated 2 out of 5.  After students at 
Ilchester have had Junior Achievement exposure each year we will see an increase 
in the score for career and financial literacy data.  JA can help kids at the 
kindergarten level talk about themselves and the difference between wants and 
needs.  Each year the lessons expand to discuss with students topics such as what 
jobs do my family members have, what businesses support my community (grocery 
store, hair salon, etc.) and the exchange of goods and services.  In 5th grade the 
students will learn about the global economy through examples such as relations 
with the Middle East for oil and that the US is #1 in corn production, etc.  Each year 
the curriculum builds but students don’t need the year prior to follow the lessons; 
however, the words are consistent throughout the years for key words and key 
ideas.  It is so rewarding when it starts to click and you can see them becoming 
financially literate and they know what it means to start a business and what it 
means to combine assets.  JA in a Day was done last year in 2nd grade by Dasha 



Perraud.  She said it aligns to the social studies curriculum.  JA provides training and 
curriculum and the school provides teachers and children, as well as partnerships 
with parents and businesses in our community that could volunteer.  The ideal 
situation is to have two volunteers per class - one being a business volunteer (could 
be a parent) and the other being a parent.  The pilot of this program in 2nd grade 
went well and didn’t have trouble recruiting volunteers.  Mr. Adelman said that 
students love seeing family members at school and that it is nice for parents as well.  
It is sure to be an impactful day.  Ms. Naseem mentioned that PTAs sometimes 
provide a light breakfast on that day for volunteers (we will have to review our 
budget to see if we have the money to do this). It is a great way to get Dads 
involved.  We discussed the need to select a training date.  Trainings will be held at 
10:30am and 2:00pm on March 4. A blurb will go in the PTA newsletter and a letter 
will go home.  If you have more than two volunteers in a classroom there are 5 
lessons so they can be divided up among the volunteers. The letter will explain that 
you may not be assigned to your child’s class.  The PTA will publish volunteer 
notices in the newsletters. 
        

President’s Update – Beth Benoit: 

 
- Announcement about major new fundraiser for next year: 
 
The PTA is going to try something different in the fall for fundraising, because we 
feel it is necessary.  We are going to do “Boosterthon” (http://www.boosterthon.com) 
which is a pledge-based fun run.  Boosterthon is not just a fun run.  It incorporates 
leadership skills, fitness, and character-building lessons each day!  Mr. Adelman will 
decide how to work the 5-minute lesson into each school day.  The program 
culmination is the fun run.  Children get pledges for the number of laps they will run.  
Pledges can come from anyone in the world because they are all made on-line. 
There are fundraising tools on the website including a video you can make with your 
child’s photo. 
 
This is an alternative to sales-driven fundraising.  Every other fundraiser that we 
have done involves the parents either trying to sell the merchandise or just buying it 
themselves.  Boosterthon involves the children, gives them a “stake” in helping their 
school and instills pride in the school.  We feel that it will also be a great 
“community” event for our school.  Boosterthon provides all the materials, staff 
support and tools to conduct the marketing and the fun run.  The PTA will secure 
donations from businesses for the students’ T-shirts.  The shirts have a design on 
the back which will be used to count the laps they run with hash marks.  
Boosterthon’s conservative projection for our first year is a minimum of $19,000. 
Since it will be held in the fall we will need to pick a date pretty quickly.  Beth will 
look at the calendar with Ms. Nickles.  (Update Note:  The dates have been secured 
for October 17-26, 2016.)  The run will happen on a school day with a schedule for 
each grade to do the run.  There will also be a special parent-cheering section.  
Every student in the school gets to participate, and accommodations are made for 
special needs students’ participation.  We want everyone to be part of the team. 



What fundraisers should we drop?  A suggestion of KidStuff Coupon Books and 
Innisbrook was made.  (Note: The Innisbrook company has totally changed their 
products, so this will not be a problem.)  We should probably keep Square 1 Art.  
Some parents like the coupon book but the point is to get rid of the “little stuff” (i.e., 
fundraisers that do not make much money and have had declining profits over the 
last few years).  Boosterthon will, hopefully, eliminate the constant fall fundraiser 
season of parents being asked  to give, give, give for one activity after another.  We 
would still do something in the spring.  We feel we need to have Spirit Wear at Back-
to-School Nights (again, this is a budget issue that we need to review).  Restaurant 
nights, Box Tops, Shutterfly, Giant and Coke rewards, and any other “passive” 
rewards programs will all continue. 
 
-  School Directory Revision Update: 

 
We will be getting a new file with revisions tomorrow and the new file will be sent out 
after Andrea reformats it. 
 
- Terri Jones volunteered to take over Box Tops for Education.  Christine Case did 

a great job but had to step down because of work priorities. 
 

- Idea for Parent Business Directory: 
 

Business sponsorship could raise additional funds.  Could we have a Parent 
Business Directory for our school?  We used to sell ad space for the printed 
directory.  As the PTA you have the right to do it, Mr. Adelman said, as long as it 
says “sponsored by the PTA”.  Businesses would pay to get into the directory or 
would we do this as a community service? Heather Tom suggested talking to PTAC 
first.  (Beth will make this call.)  Heather also shared about the past directory 
process for getting sponsors.  For example, Pam Long Photography advertised on 
the PTA printed directory and gave money back if people gave her business and 
mentioned Ilchester.  The Friday folders have ads and are done by Gasky for 
HCPSS. 
 
- Communications: 
 
When Jill is out of the office, we can ask Cathy to help with our communications 
needs.  It is not a priority for her but she will help if she can.  Mr. Adelman cannot let 
us know in advance if people are going to be out on vacation.  Mr. Adelman can help 
too, as needed.  Beth asked committee chairs that if you need to get a message out 
to try and give as much time as possible. 
 
- Is this the 20th anniversary for the school? 

  
Yes it is, but schools celebrate at the 25-year mark.  Planning with the PTA at that 
time will start one-year ahead. 
 



- Can May 6 be confirmed yet for Moms-on-Campus? 
 
Ms. Nickles is still waiting on testing dates.  Beth will continue to work with her to 
confirm a date ASAP. 
 
- Dads-on-Campus will be March 4, which coincides with Junior Achievement Day 

training. 
 

- 11 houses are being built on Ilchester Road, past OLPH.  A letter from the 
developer was sent to the PTA. 

 
Principal’s Report - David Adelman: 

 
- HCPSS has a fully funded budget.  We are not adjusting class sizes.  The 

research supports class sizes staying small.  Changes have not impacted our 
children so we are appreciative.  There are an estimated 1100 additional 
students in the school system. 

 
- There are no projections for school size for next year but the numbers will come. 

If our Kindergarten population and 5th grade are drastically different there could 
be changes, but don’t worry and there are no alarming announcements at this 
time. 

 
- Conferences are being scheduled for math but parents can always contact 

teachers about other subjects.  Teachers are appreciative of PTA dinner during 
conferences.  Numbers and times are being confirmed for the PTA sponsored 
dinner during conferences.    

 
Assistant Principal’s Report - Sue Nickles: 
 

- Scheduling question from Heather Tom regarding 5th grade winter concert 
scheduled for the same night as Howard HS night for incoming students.  
Answer:  Ilchester does not cross check calendars with high school but does with 
middle school according to Mr. Adelman.  Can parents forward conflicts as an 
FYI?  Yes, but it may be too late. 

 
- Junior Cheetah Day has not been scheduled due to dates for the plays.  We 

would like to do April.  We usually start in the cafeteria and then do tours of the 
building.  “This is an incredible asset”, said Mr. Adelman.  “That day is for the 
children, not the parents.” Heather needs adequate time for planning.  Lisa Davis 
would like to share the idea with other schools.  The day makes an impact on 
new Kindergarteners, and they even remember the book Mr. Adelman read to 
them.  It is a great thing.  The date will be confirmed ASAP.  (Note:  Date has 
been confirmed for March 22.) 

 
 



Teacher’s Report - Dasha Perraud: 
 

- 3rd grade students and teachers thoroughly enjoyed the artist-in-residency 
program and thanks the PTA so much. 

 
- Mrs. Kettering wanted to make sure everyone knew about the STEM Fair on 

February 24.  The snow date is March 2.  Students need to be there from 6:00 to 
7:30pm and will get a medal and certificate for participation. 

 
 
Executive Committee Updates: 
 

Amy LoPresti: 
- Budget 

Income 

 Fundraising & Donations – Mostly complete 

o Spiritwear – $2210 is bulk, and some straggling payments that will post in 

January 

o Direct Donation – one new $25 donation 

o Workbooks – one late $10 check 

o Still waiting for Square 1 Art- $3000 estimated  

 Income Totals 

o Budget: $49,117 

o Actual: $32,365 

o Balance: - $16,752 

Expenses 

 Education expenses 

o Reading – $550.87 

 Program expenses 

o Teacher Supplies – $271.97 

o POD Incentives – $100.51 

 Beth asked where the PTA contribution amounts came from?  Sue 

Nickles shared that Fulton did an even disbursement among 

teachers.  Heather said there was a concern about the teachers 

spending their own money so the PTA provides funds.  Workbooks 

switched when there was a budget issue and supply reduction in a 

neighboring county.  Grade level enhancement is based on income. 

Adelman said it was here before he got here.  We make money 

back because the teachers don’t use it.  Next year we can consider 

reducing it and add more in if we raise a lot with Boosterthon.  Pod 

incentive is the one to reduce or eliminate.   

o Recess Equipment – $367.29 

 Fund raising expenses 



o Largest payments to Innisbrook ($3,888.95) and Spiritwear ($1,499.25) 

 Other expenses 

o About 50% of grade level enhancement reimbursements have been 

requested so far 

 Committee expenses 

o Hospitality – November conference dinner $394.43 

 Operating expenses 

o Annual PTA Council dues – $170 

o Annual PTACHC Scholarship Fund – $125 

 December 2015 Fiscal Year to 
Date 

Income $2,245.00 $32,365.00 

Expense $8,658.68 $ 24,058.56 

Balance - $6,413.68 $8,306.44 

 
Checking account balance  $31,667.19 
Savings account balance $1,175.04 
 
 
Momina Malik: 
 
Family Cultural Fun Night: 

- Meeting being held February 12 at 8:30am. Momina will connect with 
Dasha about subcommittee chairs.  We need to have a report from 
each subcommittee whether they are coming or not. 

 
Glenna Deekle: 
 
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser: 

- We have not rescheduled Tbonz. If we wait until it’s warm we can set 
up outside of Daniels!  Possibly May? Glenna to follow-up with Melissa 
Daniels. 

 
Amy McCarthy – PTAC Update: 
 

- Strengths program was piloted in the county.  It was implemented at 
BBMS.  There was a presentation at PTAC that talked about the test 
and the results.  Parents seemed concerned.  7th through 12th grade 
students have taken the strengths test.  6th graders are still testing.  
There is limited time to complete the testing.  The results give each 
student’s top 3 out of 34 personality strengths so that teachers can tap 
into those to teach them. 

- Brief PTAC discussion about Bright Minds Foundation and 
transportation for after school activities.  Parents are concerned about 
transportation options. 



- There is a new program at Longfellow.  They have a “grade 
representative” for each grade – one person who liaisons between the 
grade and the PTA.  The representative would be the PTA face for that 
grade.  The rep would share PTA information to all parents in the 
grade in more of a face-to-face manner to develop relationships.  The 
hope would be that they would continue from one year to the next.  
PTAC reps for Longfellow shared that they feel it is successful so far, 
but have just started the program.  Would it be a bridge at Ilchester?  
Or would it be another layer and act as a deterrent?  Parents of 
younger students may not feel as seasoned in PTA so it might help.  It 
is separate from the room parent role.  Parents across grades would 
connect more.  It would be important to have the people with the right 
personality in the role for each grade.  Amy will have more information 
from Longfellow near the end of the school year to get their 
impressions. 

 
 
Committee Updates: 

  
Leslie Silverman:   After-School Programs 
Shannon Kraft:   Back-to-School Bingo / Reading Program (w/Preba Devamanohar) 
Christine Case:   Box Tops for Education: 

Started up again and deadline is 2/15. 
Christina Rosendorf:   Coke Rewards Program 
Momina Malik:  Committee Procedure Documents / Talent Show / FCFN 
Terri Jones:  Crayola ColorCycle Program: 

1,117 markers collected so far - keep sending them in!  This program is keeping 
a lot of plastic out of landfills.  Kim Kettering and Heather Larson’s math classes 
helped count markers.  

Kelly Green:  Cultural Arts: 
Remaining assemblies are February 2 K-5 “History of Hip Hop”, grades 3-5 

 February 15 “Do I have to Practice?”. 
Tonya Sigalas/Jen Grimes:  D.O.G.S. Program 
Heather Tom:  Giant A+ School Rewards / Junior Cheetah Day: 

Giant total is $3,300.29 YTD. 
Does anyone know a parent that will have a new Kindergarten student who 
would be willing to coordinate an off-school-grounds “meet & greet” or playdate? 

Kim Drake:  Health, Wellness & Environmental Friendliness 
Melissa Daniels:  Hospitality: 

Will send out an RSVP to staff to get a better idea of how much food to prepare 
for February dinner.  Will also send out request for donations of  grocery store gift 
cards, drinks and paper goods. 

Molly Kuehl:  Innisbrook: 
Earned $886 from internet sales. 

Ginny Zimmerman:   KidStuff Coupon Books 
Ashlei Pinkham:  Lobby Showcase 



Tina Hill:   Membership/Donations 
Carole Veihmeyer:  Moms/Dads on Campus 
Mary Leigh Marsden:  Restaurant Nights 
Amy Mitchell:   Room Parent Coordinator / Food Policy 
Andrea Ulrich:  School Directory 
Colleen Howland:  Shutterfly/Tinyprints: 
 Earned $231 to date. 
Debbie Wood:  Spirit Wear 
Tonya Sigalas/Danielle Rao:  Square 1 Art 
Tonya Sigalas/Amy Mitchell:  Staff Appreciation Week 
Karen Frankovic:  Workbooks  
 
Things to think about for future discussion: 
 

1) Sale of Spirit Wear at next Back-to-School nights (financial outlay, parents 
were looking for items this year). 

2) Update Spirit Wear items to include adult clothing, school colors, new items. 
3) Other/new fundraiser may be necessary for next Spring (bring ideas to next 

meeting). 
 
Questions? 
 
If conferences are canceled February 4 due to weather, then the dinner donations will 
be rolled into a lunch or some other meal for the staff.  Hopefully we won’t have a 
cancellation. 
 
If we want to use school space for a fundraising activity, alcohol is not permitted, and 
we must use the facility on a weeknight (weekend times would cost us money!).  
At a Movie Night we could sell refreshments. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, February 17, 2016 – 7:00pm – Media Center. 

We will have a guest speaker, Katie Wheeler, from Wheeler Farm in Sykesville.  
Katie will tell us about their CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) fundraiser.  
They start in June and there is a full program and half program.  She wants to 
pass out the flyers and it could be “free” money for us. 
 
 

Adjourn 


